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Week 8 
Thursday 5th 
Black Ranges Athletics, 
Stawell 
 
Week 9 
Tuesday 9th  
9.30am Shake, Rattle & 
Read;  
11-14 Sept 
VSSS, Melbourne 
Thursday 12th 
R U Ok Day @ Secondary 
College 
 
Week 10 
Wednesday 18th  
Pillowcase Visit & Footy 
Colours Day with Lunch 
Friday 20th  
Last Day T3 & Prep 2025 
Enrolment Date 
 

Term 4 Dates 
Week 1 
Monday 7th October—T4 
commences 
 
Week 2 
Monday 14th—Yr6 ACU 
visit to Ballarat 
 
Week 3 
Friday 25th—World 
TeacherÕs Day 
 
Week 5 
Monday 4th November—
Pupil Free Day 
Tuesday 5th—Melbourne 
Cup Day 
Friday 8th—Runt Film 
Fundraiser 
 
Week 6 
Monday 11th—
Remembrance Day 
 
Week 8 
27/28/29—EBT 

St Arnaud Primary School 
 

THE LINK Term 3, Week 8 
5th September 

2024 

Today’s Learners; Tomorrow’s Future 



 

RESPECT    RESILIENCE    KINDNESS    HONESTY    ASPIRATION 

PrincipalÕs Report 

8:45 is the Time to Arrive 
By arriving at 8.45am students have time to socialise; enjoy breakfast in the Brekky Room or 
run around to burn off energy and use the toilet before classes commence.  Staff have no-
ticed a small but persistent number of students who are arriving between 9am and 9.15am 
(even when their siblings have arrived on time…)  These late arrivals are not only missing the 
first instructions of the day but are interrupting the learning for others.  Any help you can 
provide at home to get kids to school closer to 8.45am is most appreciated by teachers and 
learners alike.  Thank you in advance! 
 
Sun Smart at School 
The Department of Education has very clear expectations about the protection of students 
and staff from the sunÕs harmful rays which is a leading cause of skin cancer and one of the 
most preventable cancers.  There are a number of strategies we use at school; 
-Curriculum ; classroom education about sun smart behaviours, starting in Term 1 
-Clothing; Sun smart uniforms and dress code  
–Hats are required when the UV index levels are 3 or above, generally September to the end 
of April, for everyone. 
-Shade; provision of shade for eating areas and play areas 
-Role modelling by staff of personal sun-protection behaviours 
-Sunglasses; wrap around sunnies are encouraged for added protection 
-Sunscreen is available in each classroom (students are encouraged to apply sunscreen at 
home before coming to school, and then to reapply through the course of the day). 
 
Our Sunsmart Policy can be viewed on our website.  Parents are urged to remind their chil-
dren about the importance of wearing a hat at school.  There is a very firm rule in place that 
requires students without hats to stay under the veranda—which they do not like! 
 
Prep 2025 Enrolment Date—20th September 
A reminder to any parents who are yet to enrol a Prep for 2025, while our 20th September 
date is a guide only, enrolments that are not processed before October run the risk of not 
being in place for the School Saving Bonus.  Term 4 commences on Monday October 7th—
please do not miss out on this financial assistance for 2025. 
 
Indigenous Literacy Day 
This week our classrooms celebrated Indigenous Literacy Day by sharing books and stories 
written by Indigenous Authors.  With around 8% of our students having Indigenous heritage 
and a further 8% of students from culturally diverse backgrounds we love to include a range 
of authors and cultural aspects in our curriculum. 
 
Vacation Care Bookings 
It is important that any parents requiring Vacation Care for children on any or all days avail-
able, get their bookings in to the provider so that staffing can be confirmed.  A reminder 
also that children who attend 4YO preschool are eligible to attend After School and Vaca-
tion Care sessions. 
 
R U OK Day 
We will be walking up to the Secondary College for some R U OK Day activities on Thursday 
12th September.  Anyone who has offered to make cupcakes can drop those at the Primary 
School General Office before 11am or up to the Secondary College before 12noon on Thurs-
day 12th September.  We have been absolutely blown away by the generosity of community 
members and their offers to contribute—Thank You! 



 

RESPECT    RESILIENCE    KINDNESS    HONESTY    ASPIRATION 

PrincipalÕs Report 

Important Parent Payment Information—School Saving Bonus 
In Term 4, 2024, families with a child enrolled in a government school from Prep to Year 12 
in 2025 will receive the one-off $400 School Saving Bonus. 
 
The $400 School Saving Bonus provides families with support for education-related costs, 
such as school activities and/or school uniforms and textbooks. 
 
The School Saving Bonus is not available for full-fee international students, home schooled 
students, TAFE students and students attending kindergarten in 2025.     
 
Actions for parents and carers 
Before 18 October 2024, the Department of Education is asking parents and carers to: 
 
· Complete enrolment: If your child, or children are changing government school for 

Term 1 2025, or starting Prep or Year 7 in 2025.  
· Check your contact information: Ensure your email address and phone number is up to 

date with us. You can check this information by contacting us directly. 
· We need to ensure your contact information is up to date as the Department of Educa-

tion will email you twice in October:  Please go into your Compass app to check your de-
tails are correct on or before Friday 20 September.  You can update your email address 
in Compass.  If your details are correct, please confirm so to us by either phone call, 
verbally to the office, or email the school at st.arnaud.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 
Please check your junk mail regularly to make sure you do not miss an important email. 
 
To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, download the School Saving Bonus Infor-
mation sheet for government school parents and carers or visit vic.gov.au/school-saving-
bonus.  
 
Last Day of Term 
There will be a BBQ lunch for students on the last day of term as a celebration for those 
who have achieved their Bronze and Silver Awards this year.  Lunch will be followed by As-
sembly at 1.30pm and dismissal at 2pm.  There will be no lunch orders on this day. 
 
Term 4 Breakfast 
We will be starting Term 4 with a family 
breakfast on Monday 7th October from 8.30
-9.30am.  There will be no Assembly on this 
day.  All families are welcome to attend. 
 
Melissa Mitchell,  
Principal 
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Year 6W 
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Year 1/2P and Year 4/5J 
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Prep/1E 

 
We celebrated 

Indigenous  
Literacy  

Day with a story 
by renowned 

author  
Gregg Dreise.  

 
Super Snake tells 

the Dreaming 
story of how riv-

ers and lakes 
were created 

during a 
drought.  

 
We made a 

beautiful snake 
in the Art Room. 
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Prep/1E 
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