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Term 3  
 
Week 8— 
Wednesday 31st—
Nude Food Lunch Chal-
lenge; Year 7 Infor-
mation Evening at St 
Arnaud Secondary Col-
lege 
Fri 2nd—Black Ranges 
Zone Athletics, Stawell 
 
Week 9— 
Thursday 8th—R U OK 
day, cultural incursion & 
BBQ lunch at Secondary 
College. 
 
Week 10 
Mon-Thurs 12-15th 
Sept — Yr 3/4/5/6 
Snow Camp 
Friday 16th—Last day 
T3, 2pm dismissal 
 
 

8.45 is 
the time 
to arrive! 

 

St Arnaud Primary School 

THE LINK 
Today’s Learners; Tomorrow’s Future 

Term 3 Week 7 
26th August 2022 
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Congratulations! 
Well done to every student who participated yesterday at the Don-
ald Athletics Carnival.  To bring home the Senior Shield for the 
dayÕs efforts is an amazing achievement and I know would have been 
a huge source of pride to our students, as it was to me.  I was disap-
pointed to have missed the aths this year (for the first time in 7 
years other than those cancelled by COVID).  I was so pleased to 
hear that our school captains represented the school well and spoke 
tremendously when presented with the shield—well done Forbes and 
Bella and well done again, to every student who turned up and tried! 
 
Mobile Phones 
It is the State GovernmentÕs policy that all mobile phones are hand-
ed in at the beginning of the school day, and students do not have 
access to them between 8.55am and 3pm.  If your child has a phone 
that they bring to school—please reinforce this message with them.  
Phones that are lost or broken at school are not covered by insur-
ance and are bought to school,  at your own risk.  These breakages or 
losses are not the responsibility of the school. 
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PrincipalÕs Report 

School Improvements 
In recent weeks we have had a number of physical improvements made around the school, 
with several further improvements to made in the coming 4-6weeks.  These have included; 
Þ a new split system in Room 3 for our Yr1/2 class; their new carpet will be laid in the last 

week of the term (while the 3/4/5/6 are on Snow Camp they will be able to use the 3/4 
classroom while this is going on). 

Þ A new split system for the music room 
Þ Last term the 4/5M and 3/4D classrooms had new blinds installed to reduce glare, heat 

loss in winter and external heat in summer.  The Admin area also has new blinds which 
are looking terrific. 

Þ 4/5M have new tables and chairs coming this week, making theirs the last classroom in 
the school to have all new furniture—the new light coloured table tops help to brighten 
up the classrooms and the postura chairs are perfect for young growing bodies. 

Þ The timber ramp to the Art Centre is being replaced with works starting this week.  The 
timber is being replaced with concrete in the hopes that this will be low/no maintenance 
and safer for pedestrian use into the future. 

Þ The Solar Panels on the Art Centre are being replaced and ‘upsizedÕ to increase our ca-
pacity to generate solar power, reduce our electrical usage and off set our electricity 
bill.  This is being done in partnership with the VSBA (Victorian School Building Authori-
ty) and our School Council. 

Þ Our Outdoor Learning Space is set to receive an overhead cover during the holidays.  
The current Quiet Area and undercover eating area will be complemented by a second 
roof, angled to let in light and sunshine, but designed to keep the area dry and shaded 
for outdoor learning use all year round. 

Þ Earlier in the year one set of toilets had new partitions installed with plans for all toilets 
to be replaced in stages over the coming 12 months. 

 
Book Week—“Dreaming With Eyes Open” 
Today we held our traditional Book Character Day Parade and students look amazing—from 
the simplest of costumes to the most elaborate and everything in between—students love to 
get involved and your support in making this work is much appreciated. 
 
There will be a selection of photos in next weekÕs Link—well done! 
 
Book Fair will be available upon request next week—please speak to Jenny or Shirlee in the 
General Office if you have not had a chance to pop in yet. 
 
Cereal Box Challenge 
The Junior School Council are running a cereal box challenge which involves students bring-
ing along an unopened box of cereal.  They get lined up, giant dominoes style, and we get to 
watch the dominoes fall.  After that they are donated to a shelter or foodbank of our 
choice to support those less fortunate than ourselves.  Boxes can be dropped off at the 
General Office at any time. 
 
Parent and Carer Opinion Survey 2022 
An email was sent to 35 randomly selected school families on Tuesday, containing within it 
the information about the 2022 Parent and Carer Opinion Survey.  The survey will take be-
tween 10-20 minutes to complete and your responses are used to inform decision making, 
planning and communication, to continue to improve our school. 
 
We aim for a 100% participation rate to the survey and hope that all families that receive 
the link will take the time to respond to the survey.  So far we have 13/35 completed.  The 
survey closes in late September. 
 



 

RESPECT    RESILIENCE    KINDNESS    HONESTY    ASPIRATION 

Student pick ups and drop offs 
In recent weeks we have had incidences of parents giving other students a ride home with-
out permission.  This occurs after students are dismissed and from outside the school, with-
out any knowledge of staff.  In these instances a missing personsÕ report has been made to 
police, parents have been stressed and staff have been stressed, all unnecessarily in the 
end, thank goodness. 
 
It is very important that all student travel arrangements are made strictly with consent of 
parents and guardians. 
 
We ask all parents to speak to their children about their travel arrangements and not taking 
a lift from another parent or adult.  In the event that your child is going home with an-
other student or parent, letting the office know is required.   
 
We suggest young students wait under the peppercorn tree to be collected by parents or 
older siblings, at the end of the day.  Your cooperation with this helps to keep our children 
safe and accounted for, and is greatly appreciated by the staff and other parents. 
 
French is back 
Madam Vu has been able to resume her French teaching role at our school and plans to be 
here each fortnight due to her work commitments in Melbourne.  It was great to have her 
back last week. 
 
Somers Camp 
Bella, Alex, Sam and Natoya have returned from a fabulous experience away at Somers 
Camp—please see inside this Link for their comments! 
 
Green Team—Nude Food 
Please donÕt forget that next Wednesday is Nude Food Day and all students are encouraged 
to reduce the disposable wrapping in their lunch boxes.  There is a Frank Green Drink bottle 
to be won, generously donated by Elma Park.   
 
Generally speaking there is a huge amount of prewrapped items coming to school and a lot of 
these wrappers have to be picked up each day—if you can reduce the plastic wrap in your 
childÕs lunch box that would be a great help! 
 
2023 Prep Enrolments 
Enrolments for Prep 2023 are due by Friday 16th September.  If you know of anyone consid-
ering a school, please ask them to contact the General Office to arrange a tour and an ap-
pointment. 
 
Staff Professional Learning 
Over the course of this term we have had staff participate in approximately 20 days of pro-
fessional learning.  This includes 4 staff undertaking the Sounds Write Phonics course, DI-
BLES assessment training, Berry St, DET Regional Literacy, Frist Aid, Anaphylaxis and 
Asthma, and a school visit to Doveton College in Melbourne, who lead the way in student sup-
port programs and the implementation of the Berry St Education Model. 
 
Our staff strive to be the best they can be and to provide students with the best learning 
programs and supports available to us.  We are very fortunate to have the support and re-
sources of the Department of Education behind everything we do. 
 
Melissa Mitchell,  
Principal 
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Each week our staff acknowledge the achievement of our students in the areas of  

academic success, personal achievement and the demonstration of the school values. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep/1 Ezard — Alfie Coates 

Yr 1/2 Purkiss — Dakota Jackson 

Yr 3/4 Driscoll  — Marley L 

Yr 4/5 Mills — Dahla Promma  

Yr 5/6 Weir — Jackson Blake 

PE—Elijah Pacheco 

Art  —Maddox Stewart 

Music — BJ White 

 
Congratulations to these students on being recognised for their 

efforts in the classroom and around the school.   
Keep up the great work! 

 

 

 

Value Awards 

 

 

 



 

RESPECT    RESILIENCE    KINDNESS    HONESTY    ASPIRATION 

 



 

RESPECT    RESILIENCE    KINDNESS    HONESTY    ASPIRATION 

 

Wednesday 31st AUGUST 

 
 
 

Natoya, Alex, Sam and Isabella were fortunate 
enough to attend Somers Camp which has a vision to 
enrich students through the delivery of  exemplary 

community living, environmental awareness and outdoor 
learning programs.  Some thoughts on Somers Camp from our participants 

- 
Alex - It is an amazing experience. If you get the opportunity to go there you should say yes! 

The challenge swing was my favourite activity. I had heaps of fun with the kids in my room too. 
A little too much fun!! 

 
Sam - A once in a lifetime experience. You won’t regret going. The food was good - we 

had fish and chip Friday. I met new people and had a blast.  
 

Bella - I know that by attending Somers Camp I have made new friends. Some live very close to 
me, in Donald actually. It is an experience that I encourage anyone to apply for. You won’t regret 

it. 
 

Natoya - I really liked that I was able to meet a lot of new friends. Being able to try new ac-
tivities really pushed me out of my comfort zone. My favourite activity was the challenge 

swing.  
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St Arnaud Primary School is a Child Safe School 

 


