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Term 3  
 
Week 6 
Friday 19th —Donald 
Athletics 
 
Week 7—Book Week 
Tues 23rd 
6pm Finance 
6.30pm School Council 
Friday 26th—Book 
Character Parade 
 
Week 8—Book Week 
Wednesday 31st—
Nude Food Lunch Chal-
lenge 
 
Week 9— 
Thursday 8th—R U OK 
day, cultural incursion & 
BBQ lunch at Secondary 
College. 
 
Week 10 
Mon-Thurs 12-15th 
Sept — Yr 3/4/5/6 
Snow Camp 
Friday 16th—Last day 
T3, 2pm dismissal 
 

St Arnaud Primary School 

THE LINK 
Today’s Learners; Tomorrow’s Future 

Term 3 Week 6 
18th August 2022 
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Donald Athletics 
Parents are asked to inform the classroom teacher of any absences 
ahead of tomorrow morning (not the general office or school email 
as this will not be attended tomorrow) and before leaving Donald so 
that rolls can be accurately marked and the whereabouts of all stu-
dents is known. 
 
There will be no staff remaining at school for students not partici-
pating in the sports.  An email was sent to all parents via COMPASS 
on Tuesday 16th August. 
 
Students must be at school by 8.45am—ready for boarding buses 
and departing by 8.55am. 
 
What you need to know: 
 
Þ Full School Uniform to be worn. 
 
Þ Apply sunscreen before leaving home 
 
Þ Appropriate footwear for active participation in all events 
 
Þ Any asthma and anaphylaxis medications should be with the 

child—please inform the teacher. 
 
Þ All food, snacks and drinks to be taken by child—there is no can-

teen available at Donald. 
 
Þ Parents are not to leave Donald with students without informing 

their classroom teacher and being marked off the roll. 
 
Þ The school will be unattended tomorrow—students not attending 

the sports will not be required at school. 
 
We strongly suggest that students also take a spare 
pair of shoes and socks to change into should they get 
wet, as well as a bag to store wet items in. 
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PrincipalÕs Report 

 
 
Book Week—Week 7 “Dreaming With Eyes Open” 
Next week we will be having our traditional Book Character Day Parade on Friday 26th Au-
gust.  All students are encouraged to come along dressed up with a copy of their favourite 
book or character. 
 
Book Fair will be running each day after school for students, parents, grandparents and 
friends of the school.  Students will have an opportunity to view the books and create a wish 
list! 
 
Cereal Box Challenge 
The Junior School Council are running a cereal box challenge which involves students bring-
ing along an unopened box of cereal.  They get lined up, giant dominoes style, and we get to 
watch the dominoes fall.  After that they are donated to a shelter or foodbank of our 
choice to support those less fortunate than ourselves.  Boxes can be dropped off at the 
General Office at any time. 
 
Mobile Phones 
It is the State Governments policy that all mobile phones are handed in at the beginning of 
the school day, and students do not have access to them between 8.55am and 3pm.  If your 
child has a phone that they bring to school—please reinforce this message with them.  
Phones that are lost or broken at school are not covered by insurance and are bought to 
school,  at your own risk.  These breakages or losses are not the responsibility of the school. 
 
Student Attendance at School 
It is widely reported across schools that student absences are much higher at this stage of 
the year than they usually are at the end of a full academic year. 
 
We recognise the difficulty in sending students to school as much as possible, whilst not ac-
tively spreading contagious conditions such as COVID, gastro, coughs and colds.  What we 
are asking families is that if students can be at school—they are at school.  Reducing un-
necessary absences, scheduling appointments for after school where possible and getting to 
school before the bell are all ways to increase students attendance at school.  Our teachers 
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really appreciate your support with this, and remember 
“8.45am is the time to arrive”. 
 
Parent and Carer Opinion Survey 2022 
An email was sent to 35 randomly selected school families 
on Tuesday, containing within it the information about the 
2022 Parent and Carer Opinion Survey.  The survey will 
take between 10-20 minutes to complete and your re-
sponses are used to inform decision making, planning and 
communication, to continue to improve our school. 
 
We aim for a 100% participation rate to the survey and 
hope that all families that receive the link will take the 
time to respond to the survey.  The survey closes in late 
September. 
 
Science Week 
In recognition of National Science Week the students have been busy experimenting in their 
classrooms.  
 
The grade 5/6 students investigated circuits and positive and negative currents and applied 
this knowledge to build propellers, fans, dancers and cars. 
 
Alex and Zaklen investigated hydraulics and how they can be used to produce energy from 
one source to another, and proudly shared what they learned with the Preps.  
 
The grade 1Õs and 2Õs made elephant toothpaste, and described it as fluffy, foamy, warm and 
bubbly!  
 
Rubber eggs are well underway in the year 3 /4 room, using vinegar to dissolve their shells.  
 
We even had science themed French with Madame Vu, hunting for objects that we could 
find made of glass (‘verreÕ).  
 
Somers Camp 
Bella, Alex, Sam and Natoya have returned from a fabulous experience away at Somers 
Camp—we look forward to their report in next weekÕs Link. 
 

COVID Cases 
We are still experiencing 1 or 2 COVID cases amongst stu-
dents, each week.  We thank parents who are continuing to 
test and inform the school when a positive case arises. 
 
Students aged 8yrs and above are encouraged to wear a mask 
while at school; as are those who are close contacts and re-
turning after isolation.  Your cooperation with these measures 
is helping to slow the spread and avoid widespread staff ab-
sences from the classroom.  We look forward to an improve-
ment in the weather as Spring begins to unfold. 
 
 
Melissa Mitchell,  
Principal 

PrincipalÕs Report 
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Each week our staff acknowledge the achievement of our students in the areas of  

academic success, personal achievement and the demonstration of the school values. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep/1 Ezard — Ben Thomson 
Yr 1/2 Purkiss — Aisha Wardle 
Yr 3/4 Driscoll  — Latisha Jackson 

Yr 4/5 Mills — Parker  
Yr 5/6 Weir — Kai Wilson 

 
 

Congratulations to 
these students on be-

ing recognised for 
their efforts in the 
classroom and around 
the school.  Keep up 

the great work! 

 

 

Value Awards 
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The Stone Lion  
After reading The Stone Lion, Margaret Wild 5 / 6 Weir investigated vocabulary from the 

text and included some powerful words in their own sentences.  
 

 
The lion was pouncing across the harsh landscape. He was chasing a harmed deer 
that had been shot by a hunter in the green depths of the rainforest By Dayne 
Reyne.  
 
 

The elderly dog laid on the stone ground, that was as hard as a rock, thinking 
about life. 
By Amelia Watts 

 
 
The Fierce eagle gazed at the woman cradling her baby in despair, stumbling as 
the cold started to take a toll on her. The desire to fix it all made her weep, hud-
dling her only coat close to her chest. By Jess Mahoney 
 
 

I gazed at the sky, looking up at the stars glistening in the wonderland that is 
the night. By Chloe McKenzie  

 
 
The lion crouched fiercely, ready to pounce at its prey. The prey 
had no idea about what was about to happen. By Noah Hando  
 
 
 

Sam Draper pounced on Jamie Elliot during the famous Essendon vs Collingwood 
Anzac Day match. Sam tackled Jamie to the ground as Essendon was 100 points 

and Collingwood was a mere 0 points. By Sami Weir  
 
I desire all the things I desperately need. By Chayse Wallace. 
 
 
The despairing homeless girl was very fatigued, hungry and 
cold  feeling distressed and left to feel hopeless as she fell into the 

depths of her deep sleep.   By Finn Wilson 
 
As the school bell rang, kids scuttled into all the classrooms as the 
teachers passed along the hallways. Lockers full of books and junk, kids scram-
bling everywhere to get a seat next to their friends. By Amber Jackson.  
  
 
Despite everyone's help l am still freezing. My arms feel like they are about to 
fall off. l stumble up the cold slippery stairs. Boom! lÕm on the ground—my hands 
cold, they canÕt move. lÕm sitting freezing to death while slowly losing my humani-
ty. By B-Jay White. 
 
 
I was gazing into the beautiful sunset, admiring the red, blue and 
purple colours of the sky. By Jackson Blake 

5/6W Writing 
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Dear Parents and Families, 
 
Our school is hosting a Scholastic Book Fair on Monday 22 August until Thursday 25th 
August 2022. 
 
Our Book Fair Family Event is being held in the Library and Music Room (on the front ve-
randa) from 3.00 – 4.00pm each day  and we would love to see you there! 
 

We are having Book Character Day on Friday 26th August. 
 
You and your child will have the opportunity to explore a huge range of affordable books 
featuring characters and subjects kids love and want to read about. From newly released 
books and bestsellers to award-winning titles and perennial favourites. 
 
This is also a great way for you to learn about, and discuss your child's interests and every 
book sold benefits our school, adding resources to our library and classrooms. 
 
Scholastic Book Fairs help us show students the wonder of reading. After all, when kids 
choose their own books, they will be more excited to read, and they will naturally read more! 

 

 

Book Fair 2022 

Wednesday 31st AUGUST 
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St Arnaud Primary School is a Child Safe School 

 


