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Term 2  
Wk 1 
April 
Tuesday 26th  
Term 2 commences 
Wednesday 27th 
Inter House Cross 
Country @ LNP 
Friday 29th 
Winter Sports @ 
Birchip 
 
Wk 2 
May 
Friday 6th  
Black Ranges Cross 
Country 
 
 
Wk 3 
Monday 9th  
10/11/12 NAPLAN 
 
Wk 4 
Tuesday 17th  
School Council 
Wednesday 18th 
School Review Day #1 
 
Wk 5 
Education Week 
Monday 23rd May 
Visiting Performance 

St Arnaud Primary School 

THE LINK 
Today’s Learners; Tomorrow’s Future 

Term 2 Week 1 
28th April 2022 
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Cross Country 
The House Cross Country was held on Wednesday in perfect running 
conditions!  Well done to all the students who did their very best on 
the day and supported one another with a very impressive display of 
good sports behaviour!  It was lovely to have so many parents come 
along and support our runners. Duncan Kirk won the overall event with 
a time of 13minutes for his 3km run. 
 
Medallions for age champs will be present at Assembly on Monday and 
a list of students will be in next week’s Link. 
 
Thank you to Mrs Knight for her excellent organisation and smooth 
running of the event and to the St Arnaud Secondary College students 
who supported the event at check points around the course. 
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Principal’s Report 

 
State Swimming Championships 
All the very best to our friend and classmate Lewis Lowe who competes in 
Melbourne tomorrow, representing our school at the State Swimming 
Championships.  Go well Lewis! 
 
ANZAC Day 
On Monday our school leaders very capably represented our school at 
both the Coonooer Bridge service and the St Arnaud Community ANZAC 
Day service.  A wreath was laid at both cenotaphs, students marched in 
the parade and our school captains reflected on this years’ theme of the 80th Anniversary 
of the bombing of Singapore at the RSL Hall.  Well done to Forbes, Isabella, Sami and  
Amelia, and a big thank you to Mrs Weir for her coordination of the students. 

 
Peter Pan excursion CANCELLED 
Over the holidays we received word 
that the Peter Pan Performance had 
bene cancelled.  Arrangements for 
funds paid to be reimbursed are being 
made.  If you have any queries, please 
contact Jenny in the office. 
 
School Library News 
If you’ve been in to the school this 
year, you may have noticed that the 
school library is now located in the 
classroom closest to the front  
entrance.  Our volunteer librarian, 

Jean Gloster, has been working very hard to enter all the books onto the updated library 
system after a devastating loss of the program resulted in all data being deleted in the 
move!  Jean is here, working quietly, several days a week, often on weekends and during the 
holidays.  At the end of term we gifted Jean some vouchers for shops around town to treat 
herself, as a token of our appreciation. 
 
As part of her current work, Jean has also been auditing our collection and has removed 
some older books from the shelves to make way for new books.  You may have read last year, 
that School Council endorsed the purchasing of $10,000 worth of readers and books for the 
school.  Books that are being deleted from the collection have been donated and are finding 
their way to Ukraine, where, hopefully, they will be useful to school children and families 
who have need for them.  Thank You Jean! 
 
Wanted! 
Small glass jars with lids are wanted by Joan Postlethwaite.  Joan makes jam all year round 
which she sells at Uncle Bob’s Market each month.  Joan regularly donates around $500 
back to the school which supports our Breakfast program and other welfare activities 
around our school.  If you have clean jars you’d like to donate, please drop them into the 
school.  Thank you Joan! 
 
In School Camp news the planned Yr3/4 Urban Camp has been replaced by a free camp  
experience to Charnwood Camp at Mount Buller - for all students from Year 3-6!  Through 
the State Government’s Positive Start Initiative we have been offered a free school camp 
to a destination of our choosing (from the available options).  To make sure this is  
memorable and unique for as many students as possible we chose the SNOW!  This camp will 
be held in the last week of Term 3 from Monday 12-Thursday 15th September.  More  
information will be provided to parents in the coming term. 
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Principal’s Report 

 
Yr5/6 students are going to Canberra in November as planned.  This is an excellent camping 
experience and one which we have not been able to provide since 2019.  We hope as many 
Year5/6 students as possible are able to attend.  We strongly encourage parents to 
commence a payment plan with the school (funds are refunded if your child pulls out 
before the final set date).  We recognise this is an expensive camp but that the value of 
the learning and experiences is very high.  Please speak to Melissa Weir if you have any 
questions. 
 
Permaculture Donations Please 
If anyone has any of the following items they are able to donate to help our budding perma-
culture program we would be most grateful!  Thank you to the Baldwin family for a load of 
horse manure!  We are still seeking: a Bale of lucerne.   If you can help us out - please let 
your child’s teacher know. 

COVID Reporting 

A reminder to parents that in the event of a student testing positive for COVID you are to 
report this to the school and to the health department.  Thank you for your assistance with 
this matter.  RAT tests are being sent home with all students today and parents are  
encouraged to continue with twice-a-week rapid antigen testing on school days. It is  
anticipated that these tests will continue to be provided until Week 4 next term. 
 
Bus Travel Arrangements 
Could all bus travellers please update their weekly travel arrangements with the office—
even if they have not changed since last term.  We have a number of students who regularly 
change arrangements with no written or verbal communication from parents.  It is really  
important that the bus departs from the school in a timely manner and is not held up while 
parents are contacted to check details. 
 
We thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Healthy Eating—yes please! 
As a school and place of learning, it is really important that we are teaching children about 
Healthy Eating.  We incorporate this into our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program 
at every opportunity. 
 
It is concerning to staff, the amount of pre-packaged ‘junk’ foods that are making their way 
in our student’s lunch boxes—especially chips, chocolates and lollies.  We encourage parents 
to keep these ‘sometimes’ foods for treats at home, and stick with fruit, vegie sticks and 
more nutritious options to fuel our little learners brains and bodies during the school day.  
We would really appreciate your support with this matter (it’s also much better for our en-
vironment not to have so much plastic making it’s way into our bins and around the 
schoolyard). 
 
Professional Practice Day 
For Term 2, 2022, the Department of Education and Training has provided schools with the 
option to hold each teacher’s allocated professional practice day on the same day for all 
staff. This is to enable the most effective and efficient use of this day. 
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As a result, we have scheduled our professional practice day for Tuesday 14th June. Stu-
dents will therefore not be required to attend school on this day. 

It is likely that the Out of School Hours Care program will be offering a full day program 
for parents who require it on this day.  Students must be enrolled with Big Childcare, in   
order to attend. 
 
Child Safety Standards 
You may be aware that the State Government has reviewed the Child Safe Standards and 
will be releasing new recommendations to schools in the coming weeks.  As such our school 
will be reviewing policies and practices to ensure we are compliant in all areas.  We will be  
audited on our compliance in Term 3. 
 
Education Week 
This year, Education Week runs from 22–28 May. The theme, ‘150 Years of Public Education’ 
commemorates the past, celebrates the present and imagines the future of education in Vic-
toria. 
Education Week is an opportunity for our school to highlight our education journey. 
This year, our St Arnaud Primary School (at our current location) is 95 years old, although 
the public education has been provided in St Arnaud for much longer than this—with the 
original site of the Primary School being the current original building of the St Arnaud Sec-
ondary College. 
We will be celebrating Education Week from Monday May 23rd and we hope you can join us 
for some of our activities. 
 
Winter Sports 
All the best to student participating in the Winter Sports in Birchip tomorrow.  The bus will 
be leaving as soon as all students are here—please do not be late.  The bus will return in time 
for 3pm dismissal.  A canteen is operating with Pies, Pasties, Sausage rolls and cold drinks.  
It is important that all students take a water bottle to use throughout the day. 
 
Melissa Mitchell,  
Principal 

Principal’s Report 
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Cross Country 
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As a part of the school review we are looking for your 
input and feedback.  Please return this page to the 
General Office by 29 April.  Thanks for your help. 

 
1.  What events, opportunities or programs would you suggest, are highlights of the last 4 
years? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What do you think are the strengths of St Arnaud Primary School? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What areas do you see for opportunities for St Arnaud Primary School to develop fur-
ther or to adopt? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What challenges do you see for St Arnaud Primary School? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Our current school motto is “Today’s Learners; Tomorrow’s Future”.  Do you think we 
should keep this?  
 
Yes / No. 
 
If no—do you have a suggestion for a new motto to represent our school? 
 
 
 
 
6. Further comments or suggestions: 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to have a further conversation, please add your name so we can contact 
you; _______________________ 

St Arnaud Primary School Review—Parent Input—Last Chance 
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Parents Club News 

The Easter Raffle was drawn at the End of Term Assembly —a big thanks to all 
who bought and sold tickets, and donated chocolates, bastes etc, to allow this 
to be successful. 
 
Winners were: 
Michelle Kirk, Cam Hill, Alana Patton, Chad Polkinghorne, Jess Mahoney, 
Michelle Watts and Sandra McIntyre. 
 
The Bulb Fundraiser has not finished up and has raised $584 for parents club—
thank to everyone who bought bulbs—happy gardening! 
 
A Mother’s Day Stall will be available to students next Friday 6th May.  Stu-
dents will have the opportunity to browse through a range of gifts priced from 
$1 to $15.  They will need a purse/wallet (clearly named) and a bag to take 
home their gifts safely. 
 
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook for announcements and reminders. 
Mel Watts 
President 

 

 
 
 

St  Arnaud Net Set Go Begins tomorrow Friday 29th April 2022 
 

From 4.00pm to 5.00pm 
 

Welcome BBQ Tea 
 

Coaches : Kirri Ezard &  Chelsea Gravener 
 

Check out the Netball Club Facebook page for the registration 
code. 


